July 29, 2010
Mayor Jerry Sanders and

San Diego City Council Members

City Administration Building

202 C St., 11th Floor

San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Mayor Sanders and City Council Members:

I am a resident of the Rancho Penasquitos area and have recently learned how budget funds have impacted my local fire coverage. A 50% reduction or “brown-out” in February 2010 removed a fire engine and crew from Station #40. The remaining crew has a hybrid “Quint” truck with less pumping and hose capacity than a traditional fire engine.

If decisions are made on the basis of truck run volumes and not risk in the area, the decreased coverage and possibly increased response time makes residents more susceptible to a major fire. We witnessed how quickly the last wildfires swept through neighboring communities.
With limited evacuation routes, fighting fires with sufficient resources is of the utmost importance to residents. For example, the Northeast Penasquitos sector known as “Penasquitos Glen” has only one main road (Penasquitos Drive) that leads to Carmel Mountain Road and Highway 15. The new Cresta Bella development will add even more traffic to the evacuation route.
We ask that our risk during fire season be reevaluated for coverage at #40, as opposed to the past incidence record. The safety of our community may depend on it.
Thank you,
_______________________
Signature
_______________________

Print Name
_______________________

Address
_______________________

City, State, Zip

